Appendix: Application Conditions and Procedures for Citric Acid (Salt) Export License in 2013 



Article 1 Application conditions for citric acid (salt) export license 

Enterprises in line with the following conditions may apply for citric acid (salt) export license in 2013: 

(1) Manufacturing enterprises. 

1. Manufacturing enterprises that have gone through formalities for business registration and registration as a foreign trade dealer (or possess effective qualification for import and export business) in accordance with relevant state regulations, foreign-invested enterprises with exports of relevant products included in their business scope and an independent legal personality; 

2. Manufacturing enterprises that have obtained the certificate of ISO 9000 quality management system certification and the certificate of ISO 14000 environmental management standard certification; 

3. Manufacturing enterprises that are included in the list of enterprises up to the citric acid (salt) emission standards newly issued by the Ministry of Environmental Protection; 

4. Manufacturing enterprises that comply with the relevant state laws and regulations and the provisions of local governments, and participate in various social insurances such as endowment insurance, unemployment insurance, medical insurance, work injury insurance and maternity insurance and pay social insurance fees on time and in full amount; 

5. Manufacturing enterprises that have not breached relevant state laws or regulations. 

(2) Circulation enterprises 

1. Circulation enterprises that have gone through formalities for business registration and registration as a foreign trade dealer (or possess effective qualification for import and export business) in accordance with the relevant state regulations, foreign-invested enterprises with exports of relevant products included in their business scope and an independent legal personality; 

2. Circulation enterprises that only purchase citric acid (salt) from the manufacturing enterprises specified in article 1(1) for exports (or domestic sales); 

3. Circulation enterprises that comply with relevant state laws and regulations and the provisions of local governments, and participate in various social insurances such as endowment insurance, unemployment insurance, medical insurance, work injury insurance and maternity insurance and pay social insurance fees on time and in full amount; 

4. Circulation enterprises that have not breached relevant state laws or regulations. 

Article 2 Application and approval procedures 

Enterprises in line with the application conditions shall submit an application to the competent authorities of commerce in their respective provinces, autonomous regions, municipalities directly under the central government, municipalities separately listed on the state plan and Xinjiang Construction and Production Corps (hereinafter referred to as “local competent authorities of commerce). The local competent authorities of commerce shall conduct initial reviews of the local enterprises applying for citric acid (salt) export license according to the application conditions for citric acid (salt) export license mentioned above, and report the lists of qualified local export enterprises and the written opinions of initial reviews (attached with the relevant printed and electronic information of the enterprises) to (the Department of Foreign Trade of) the Ministry of Commerce before November 1, 2012. 

The enterprises under administration of the Central Government shall directly submit the application materials (attached with the relevant printed and electronic information of the enterprises) to (the Department of Foreign Trade of) the Ministry of Commerce before November 1, 2012. 

The Ministry of Commerce will examine and approve the enterprises and announce the list of qualified enterprises. 

Article 3 Submission of relevant materials 

Enterprises in line with the application conditions for citric acid (salt) export license shall submit the following materials, which shall be signed by the legal representatives and affixed with the official seals of the enterprises: 

(1) The copy of the business license, the copy of the Registration Form for Foreign Trade Dealers or Credential for Import and Export Enterprises of the People’s Republic of China affixed with the record registration seals, and the copies of the customs code and enterprise code; 
(2) As for manufacturing enterprises, the copies of the certificate of ISO 9000 quality management system certification and the certificate of ISO 14000 environmental management standard certification ; 
(3) As for manufacturing enterprises, the proof of up-to-standard emission of the year issued by the local prefectural environment departments; 
(4) As for circulation enterprises, a letter of commitment that the products to be exported are from the manufacturing enterprises specified in the article 1(1) of this Announcement and the enterprises are willing to assume corresponding legal responsibilities; 
(5) Relevant certificates issued by the local labor and social security departments that prove the enterprises have participated in various social insurances such as endowment insurance, unemployment insurance, medical insurance, work injury insurance and maternity insurance and paid social insurance fees on time and in full amount in 2012. 

Article 4 Verification and handling 

(1) Entrusted by the Ministry of Commerce, China Chamber of Commerce of Metals Minerals & Chemicals Importers & Exporters (CCCMC) and China Fermentation Industry Association (CFIA) will verify the enterprises exporting citric acid (salt). 

The enterprises shall provide the following materials completely and according to facts: manufacturing enterprises with export performance in 2012 shall provide the declarations for exports of citric acid (salt) and corresponding bills of export verification and cancellation of the year; circulation enterprises with export performance shall provide the purchase and sales contracts and corresponding VAT invoices, declarations for exports and bills of export verification and cancellation with respect to the products purchased from the qualified manufacturing enterprises. 

(2) CCCMC and CFIA will make random inspections of the export products of the citric acid (salt) enterprises in 2013. The enterprises to be inspected shall fully cooperate with CCCMC and CFIA and CCCMC will timely submit the inspection results to (the Department of Foreign Trade of) the Ministry of Commerce. 

(3) For breaches of laws and regulations, including the breaches of Article 1(2) of this Announcement by the circulation enterprises, upon verification, the breaching enterprises will be given penalties such as warnings, suspension of handling citric acid (salt) export license for 1 to 2 years depending on the seriousness of the cases.
